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2 
Chambers

648 
Members

Plenary 
Session

Chamber of 
Local 

Authorities

Chamber of 
Regions

• Preparing country reports on states’ 
promotion of effective local and 
regional democracy

• Conducting regular country 
monitoring visits

• Verifying specific aspects of the 
Charter

• Observing local and regional elections
• Advising the Committee of Ministers 

and the Parliamentary Assembly on 
all aspects of local and regional policy

What makes State accede to the Charter?

- Despite differences in understanding 
and practicing – there are minimum 
standards for local democracy to work

- It guides governments to design LG 
reform agenda

- It is based on the assumption that local 
governance is the cornerstone of 
democracy

- Empowers local communities to solve 
local problems

- To ensure cohesion and balanced 
regional development
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What is the content of the Charter?
Legal Foundation

Concept of LSG

Scope of LSG

Protection of 
boundaries

Administrative 
Structures and 

Resources

Conditions

Administrateive
Supervision

Financial Respurces

Right to Associate

Legal Protection

Extension of the Charter:

Additional Protocol on the right 
to Participate in the Affairs of a 
Local Authority – adopted in 
2009.

Reference Framework for 
Regional Democracy - adopted in 
2009 (non treaty based 
instrument)
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Accession Process for non‐European States for CoE Treaties

1. A letter signed 
by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of 
KR addressed to 

the Secretary 
General of CoE

2. The Secretariat 
of CoE consults 
delegations of 
member states

3. The Request 
examined by 
Rapporteur/ 

expert  group on 
compatibility of 

legislation

4. Decision of the 
Committee of 

Ministers of the 
Council of Europe 
to INVITE (5 years 

validity)

5. Measures to 
ensure that 

domestic law 
allows the 

Convention to be 
implemented

6. Formal deposit 
of the instrument 

of Accession in 
Strasbourg

Specific Requirement of Article 12 of the 
Charter:

Select at least 20 (out of total 34) 
Paragraphs

Select at least 10 (out of 14 specific) 
Paragraphs 

Financial Implication
Resolution CM/Res(2013)7[1] concerning financial arrangements for 
the participation of non-member States in Council of Europe 
conventions
• Any Contracting Party to a Council of Europe convention …, which is 

not a member of the Council of Europe, shall contribute to the 
financing of the said convention… as of right in the follow-up 
mechanism of the convention.

• Calculation method
a) identifying the budgetary cost of the convention concerned (staff 
and operational costs) (A),
b) adding administrative costs (15%)[1] (B) = 15%*A
c) applying the … the estimated cost of the Convention (A+B).
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Union of LSG 
Transnational 
Cooperation
–
Rationale and 
Possibilities


